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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY GROUP AND SPORTS DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY 
GROUP – VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT 
As discussed at Cabinet on 9 June (see agenda item 16 for this meeting on modern.gov for more 
details), volunteers are sought for two new Advisory Groups: Community Development and Sports 
Development.  The Groups will review the previous Strategies for these services and develop new 
Strategies and action plans for the coming years. 
 
The two groups will meet four or five times each between the summer and Christmas 2005, with 
each meeting focusing on different elements of the services including projects and capital grants.  
External agencies and professionals will be invited to attend appropriate meetings to help feed into 
the Strategy and action plan development process. 
 
If you would like to volunteer to serve on either (but not necessarily both) of these Advisory 
Groups, please contact Katrina Perry on 01954 713030 or e-mail katrina.perry@scambs.gov.uk 
before Wednesday 29 June.  Cabinet will confirm appointments on 14 July 2005.  Six members are 
required for each group to join the Community Development Portfolio Holder.   
 
 
CALL IN ARRANGEMENTS 
The Chairman of the Scrutiny and Overview Committee or any five other Councillors may call in 
any executive decision recorded in this bulletin for review. The Democratic Services Manager must 
be notified of any call in by Thursday 23 June 2005 at 5 pm. All decisions not called in by this 
date may be implemented on Friday 24 June 2005. 
 
Any member considering calling in a decision made by Cabinet is requested to contact the 
Democratic Services Section to determine whether any relevant amendments have been 
incorporated. 
 
The call in procedure is set out in full in Part 4 of the Council’s Constitution, ‘Scrutiny and Overview 
Committee Procedure Rules’, paragraph 12. 
 

 COMMITTEE MEETINGS FROM: 
 20 June to 24 June 2005 

 
Contact 

Mon 20 Jun 10 am Development and Conservation 
Control Committee Chairman’s 
Briefing 

Monkfield Room Janice Fisher 

 1 pm SCDC Briefing Swansley Room  
 2.30 pm South Cambs Environment and 

Transport Area Joint Committee 
Council Chamber Michelle Rowe, 

01223 717293 
Tue 21 Jun     
Wed 22 Jun 12 pm Lunchtime Seminar: SCDC Smoking 

Policy 
Swansley Room Reception 

 12 pm SCDC Briefing Monkfield Room  
 2.00 pm Joint Strategic Forum Council Chamber Michelle Rowe, 

01223 717293 
 2.00 pm Northstowe Development Trust 

Working Group 
Swansley Room Carol Tyrrell 

Thu 23 Jun 12.30 pm Group Meetings: 
• Conservatives 
• Independents 
• Liberal Democrats 

 
Swansley Room 
Monkfield Room 
Mezzanine 

Group Leaders 

 2 pm Council Council Chamber Susan May 
Fri 24 Jun     



DECISIONS MADE BY THE PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PORTFOLIO 
HOLDER 

Subject Decision Reasons 
Street Naming, Cottenham Following consultation with 

Royal Mail, Fire Officer and 
Cottenham Parish Council, to 
name a street in Cottenham 
‘Park Lane’. 

 

Street Naming, Cottenham Following consultation with 
Royal Mail, Fire Officer and 
Cottenham Parish Council, to 
name a street in Cottenham 
‘Cossington Close’. 

Parish Council preferred 
option. 

 
DECISIONS MADE BY OFFICERS AND REPORTED FOR INFORMATION 
 
Sports Project Officer 

Applicant Decision and Reasons 
Ben Allin (TYSP01/06) TYSP Grant of £250 to enable Ben to participate 

in rugby at international level by helping him 
with the cost of travel and accommodation. 

Joanna Scrivens (TYSP02/06) TYSP Grant of £250 to assist with Joanna’s 
participation in national squash competitions by 
providing funding towards travel, 
accommodation and competition expenses. 

Adam Creedy (TYSP03/06) TYSP Grant of £250 to enable Adam to further 
continue his participation in athletics at national 
level by providing funding towards event fees 
and travel expenses. 

Imogen Elbourn (TYSP04/06) TYSP Grant of £500 to enable Imogen to 
continue to participate in the England Rounders 
squad by providing funding towards travel 
expenses and accommodation. 

Sophie Clark (TYSP05/06) TYSP Grant of £500 to enable Sophie to attend 
the World Class Start National Squad for Diving 
by providing funding towards travel, training and 
competition expenses. 

Jason Lai (TYSP06/06) TYSP Grant for £500 to assist Jason to continue 
his participation at national level for Badminton 
including attendance on the World Class 
Programme by providing funding towards travel 
and competition expenses. 

Thomas Digney (TYSP07/06) TYSP Grant for £500 to enable Thomas to 
continue with his participation in athletics at 
national level by providing funding towards 
travel expenses and event fees. 

 



SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

At a meeting of the Cabinet held on 
Thursday, 9 June 2005 

 
PRESENT: Councillor SGM Kindersley (Leader of Council) 
 Councillor RT Summerfield (Deputy Leader of Council and Resources & Staffing 

Portfolio Holder) 
 
Councillors: Dr DR Bard Planning & Economic Development Portfolio Holder 
 JD Batchelor Information & Customer Services Portfolio Holder 
 Mrs JM Healey Conservation, Sustainability & Community Planning 

Portfolio Holder 
 Mrs EM Heazell Housing Portfolio Holder 
 Mrs DP Roberts Community Development Portfolio Holder 
 Mrs DSK Spink MBE Environmental Health Portfolio Holder 
 
Councillors RE Barrett, NN Cathcart, SM Edwards, Mrs A Elsby, R Hall, Dr JA Heap, 
JA Hockney, Mrs CA Hunt, Mrs HF Kember, MJ Mason, Mrs JA Muncey, Mrs CAED Murfitt, 
CR Nightingale, EJ Pateman, NJ Scarr, J Shepperson, Mrs GJ Smith, Mrs HM Smith, 
JH Stewart, Dr SEK van de Ven, JF Williams, Dr JR Williamson and NIC Wright were in 
attendance, by invitation. 
 
 

  Procedural Items   

 
1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
 The Leader was authorised to sign the Minutes of the meeting held on 12 May 2005 as a 

correct record, subject to the following amendments: 
 
Willingham – Right of Way over Brickhills  (minute 7) 
Delete “with the recommendation of refusal” from the first sentence. 
 
Add “With the consent of the Leader, the Housing Portfolio Holder circulated the 
applicant’s photographs of the access.” 
 
The Leader was authorised to sign the Minutes of the meeting held on 26 May 2005 as a 
correct record, subject to the following amendment: 
 
Appointments to Advisory Groups  (minute 6) 
Add Councillor JH Stewart to the membership of the Planning Policy Advisory Group. 
 
In relation to minute 4 – Local Government Annual Conference – the Leader announced 
that neither he nor Councillor Martlew would be attending the Conference, on the 
grounds of cost.  Councillor Mrs Roberts would be attending as it was important for her 
to do so in view of her membership of the LGA traveller group.  

  
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillor SGM Kindersley recorded a prejudicial interest in agenda item 13, former St 

Denis Church, East Hatley.  
  



  Recommendations to 
Council   

 
3. HOUSING STOCK OPTIONS APPRAISAL 
 
 The Housing Portfolio Holder presented the outcome of the housing options appraisal 

project and Management Team’s conclusions, advising amendments to: 
 
Paragraph 25 – add “elected” before “tenant representatives” 
Appendix A  - add to paragraph 2.2 “the Housing Portfolio Holder was present in a non-
voting capacity” 
 
Councillor Mrs Heazell referred to the promise made to tenants that their views would be 
paramount and to the divided views of the Advisory Group, which made it difficult to put 
forward a definite recommendation.  She personally, however, felt that the £750,000 
which would have to be spent to reach formal ballot stage could be better spent on 
repairs and maintenance; and that to recoup that expenditure, tenants would get only 
50% of their aspiration list.  She would, however, be interested in a new stock condition 
survey as required by the Government.  If the decision was to proceed to transfer she 
asked that equity share tenants should be balloted informally in order to assess their 
views. 
 
Councillor Mrs DSK Spink voiced her opinion that transfer would be good for the Council 
and the tenants, but was concerned about risking £750,000 with the threat of capping 
hanging over the Council, and proposed, seconded by Councillor Dr DR Bard, that a 
decision be deferred pending the capping decision and for more work on the reaction of 
tenants and Members. 
 
The Housing and Environmental Services Director advised Members that the money at 
risk included the setting up costs for a transfer organisation; the ballot of tenants itself 
would cost around £15,000.  The detailed report made to the Housing Options Working 
Group gave the break down.  He also confirmed that the Government would take 20% of 
any capital receipt and that consent would be required for the use of the remainder. 
 
Other views and comments put forward by Members included: 
 

• That the Council could achieve the Decent Homes Standards, albeit with a 
struggle 

• That transfer was financially favourable only because of Government rules 
• That it was now unsustainable to retain the houses 
• That there was no option but to decide on transfer, but that this must be 

promoted positively 
• That it would be better for the Council not to run the housing management 

service 
• That the Housing Revenue Account was ring-fenced so did not affect other parts 

of the Council 
• What was the accountability of Registered Social Landlords to their tenants? 
• Were there existing RSLs who could take over the stock? 
• Tenants were very satisfied with the Council’s service 

 
The Leader asked that the answers to the various detailed questions should be 
published on the weekly bulletin before the next discussion. 
 
Hopes were expressed that pressure would be put on the Government again over 
housing finance, and Councillor Mrs Spink reported that representations were made 



constantly. 
 
Cabinet DEFERRED making a recommendation to Council on its preferred future 
housing option pending the result of the capping decision and for more work on tenants’ 
and Members’ views. 
 
The Housing and Environmental Services Director warned that there was a requirement 
to submit a decision to Go-East by 31 July 2005 and that, without a clear outcome, the 
Government Office might want further discussions. 
  

  
4. WORKFORCE PLAN 
 
 Cabinet  RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL 

 
That the Workforce Plan (including the Action Plan in Appendix 2) be approved as 
submitted, with the addition of a reference to a customer satisfaction feedback 
mechanism if necessary. 
  

  
5. FOOD SAFETY SERVICE PLAN 
 
 Noting that detailed procedures for food safety were contained elsewhere and that food 

hygiene courses were income generating, Cabinet 
 
RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL 
 
That the Food Safety Service Plan 2005/06 be approved as submitted to Cabinet.  

 
 

 

6. HEALTH AND SAFETY SERVICE PLAN 
 
 Cabinet  RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL 

 
That the Health and Safety Service Plan 2005-2006 be approved as submitted to 
Cabinet. 
  

  

  Decisions made by Cabinet   

 
 

7. ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR ACT - HIGH HEDGES PROVISIONS 
 
 The Planning and Economic Development Portfolio Holder advised that the proposed 

fees for the Council to deal with complaints about high hedges were pitched with the aim 
of encouraging negotiations between neighbours.  There were provisions for reduction in 
fees in the case of hardship, but the circumstances of someone who could not afford to 
have work carried out could not be covered in these procedures. 
 
In view of the current financial circumstances, the Leader requested the deletion of the 
recommendation to authorise a new part-time high hedges enforcement post  should the 
number of cases exceed the equivalent of 1 day per week; for Cabinet to consider if the 
circumstances arose.  This was accepted by the Portfolio Holder as long as the position 
was kept under review, and Cabinet 
 



RESOLVED 
(a) That the proposed process for the administration of high hedge complaints 

(Appendix 1 to the report) be adopted; 
(b) That the scheme of delegated powers to officers (Appendix 2 to the report) 

be approved; 
(c) That the fee charged in respect of complaints under the high hedges 

provisions of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003 be £450 where there has 
been no formal mediation; 

(d) That where formal mediation has been undertaken, the fee be reduced, 
equivalent to the costs of the mediation, up to a maximum reduction of £150, 
subject to provision of evidence of the attempt and failure of the mediation 
and its cost. 

  
  
8. DISCRETIONARY COMPENSATION FOR REDUNDANCY 
 
 The Resources and Staffing Portfolio Holder advised that the current discretionary 

compensation scheme had been introduced at the time of local government 
reorganisation when many authorities were implementing redundancies, but had not 
subsequently been reviewed.  The Head of Legal Services had advised that there were 
no legal obstacles to the change, but Unison was opposed to the proposal.   
 
In view of the changed employment situation and the Council’s current financial position, 
Cabinet 
 
RESOLVED that the Council return to providing compensation for redundancy 

under the statutory Employment Rights Act 1996 scheme, but by 
reference to actual remuneration at the date of termination. 

  
  
9. PERFORMANCE PLAN 
 
 Cabinet 

 
APPROVED   the following arrangements for consideration and approval of the 
Performance Plan 2005: 
 
(a) Copies of the draft Plan to be distributed to portfolio holders as soon as 

possible, for them to make comments; 
(b) Council on 23 June 2005 to receive copies of the draft Plan for approval, 

with approval of the final version being delegated to the Chief Executive and 
Leader of the Council. 

   
  
10. AFFORDABLE HOUSING - COMMUTED SUMS 
 
 Cabinet were presented, as requested, with two examples where commuted sums could 

be considered as an alternative to the provision of land for affordable housing under 
Section 106 agreements.  Officers confirmed that the sums received would be ring 
fenced and that a programme of affordable housing schemes which could be funded 
would be presented for Members to decide on priorities.  Cabinet 
 
RESOLVED that the acceptance of commuted sums in lieu of provision of land for 

affordable housing under Section 106 agreements be adopted as 
Council practice in appropriate cases. 

  
  



11. IT COMMS ROOM AIR CONDITIONING 
 
 Cabinet was advised of recent over-heating in the ICT Comms Room, which resulted in 

the ICT systems being shut down for approximately four hours.  Some concern was 
expressed by Members that this had led to a security door being left open, but 
assurances were given that the entrance was monitored by cameras. 
 
Cabinet expressed grave concern at the apparent lack of response from the developers 
to the situation, the latest incident not being isolated, and urged urgent pressure on them 
to accept their responsibilities for this and other remedial action needed. 
 
The Finance and Resources Director confirmed that the disaster plan allowed for mobile 
servers to be brought in if the systems were down for over four hours, and that they had 
been on stand-by.  The Information and Customer Services Portfolio Holder gave an 
assurance that no information had been or would be lost in any similar incident. 
 
The Head of Legal Services had advised that if retention monies were used to fund a 
further air conditioning unit, there might be legal processes to be pursued eventually. 
 
Cabinet RESOLVED 
(a) That a second air conditioning unit be obtained for the ICT Comms Room 

and installed at the earliest opportunity; the costs of this and the ongoing 
costs of the hire of mobile air conditioning units to be funded from the 
retention monies held back subject to successful completion of building 
snagging issues; 

(b) That  the use of capital reserves for funding this expenditure be authorised in 
case this should prove necessary; 

(c) That strenuous efforts be made to ensure the developers accept 
responsibility for the faults. 

  
  
12. HISTON AND IMPINGTON SPORTS FACILITY GRANT 
 
 Cabinet was asked to increase the grant to the Histon and Impington recreation ground 

project to help cover additional costs identified by the received tenders.  The local 
Members supported the application, but Councillor MJ Mason recorded a personal 
interest as a member of the management committee.  Cabinet 
 
APPROVED an increase of £10,000 in the grant to Histon and Impington 

Recreation Ground Management Committee towards the new 
pavilion, games area and improvements to the car park, making a 
total grant award of £100,000 

  
  
13. EAST HATLEY, ST DENIS CHURCH 
 
 (Taken at item 4 in the absence of Councillor SGM Kindersley)  

 
The Conservation, Sustainability and Community Planning Portfolio Holder reported on 
the tenders received for re-roofing and general repair works to arrest the deterioration of 
former St Denis Church, owned by the Council.  The tenders were higher than hoped, 
but Councillor Mrs Healey felt that, as demolition was not an option in view of the listing 
at Grade II*, it was necessary to proceed in order to take advantage of the English 
Heritage grant offer of £61,000.  In addition, Hatley Parish Council had offered £2,000 
towards a clay tile roof.  The Council had a fund established for this purpose but there 
should be the clear understanding that the Council would not spend any more money on 
the building. 



 
Some Members favoured allowing the building to fall down, or even demolishing it as it 
was of no practical use, and were concerned at how the expenditure would look at this 
time to applicants for small grants.  However, the Council’s responsibility for the safety of 
people visiting the graveyard around the building was considered paramount, and other 
applicants would not be affected as the expenditure would be met from the historic 
buildings preservation fund.  Indeed, if the Council did not repair this historic building, in 
the highest category of the Council’s own buildings at risk register, it would be difficult to 
put pressure on other owners to restore their property.  In addition, it was thought that 
once the building was safe it might be possible to transfer ownership to another body. 
 
The Conservation Manager reported that the lowest tenderer would need to be 
interviewed, but that the architect was satisfied that the specification had been followed.  
He agreed to ask the architect to remove the day-works figure and have any extra items 
priced. 
 
Councillor Mrs DP Roberts proposed, seconded by Councillor Dr DR Bard, that a 
decision be deferred for enquiries of the commercial sector on the prospects for the 
building’s use and for an application to English Heritage to demolish.  The Conservation 
Manager advised that that, although no formal application to demolish had been made, 
discussions had indicated that consent would be unlikely in the building’s present 
condition. 
 
The proposal to defer was LOST.  Cabinet then 
 
RESOLVED 
(a) To authorise officers to let a contract to implement first phase repair works at 

former St Denis Church, East Hatley including replacement clay tiles, at a 
works cost of £129,662; funded by grant support from English Heritage, 
Hatley Parish Council and the Historic Buildings Preservation Fund; 

(b) That no further expenditure be incurred by the Council on former St Denis 
Church. 

  
  
14. BROADBAND PROJECT CLOSURE 
 
 Cabinet NOTED the success of the Broadband deployment across the District and 

 
SUPPORTED the formal closure of the Broadband Project and the proposed 

arrangements for the continuing management of the East of England 
Development Agency (EEDA) funding. 

  
  
15. ADVISORY GROUPS FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND SPORTS 

DEVELOPMENT 
 
 Cabinet 

 
APPROVED the establishment of two time limited advisory groups, one for 

Community Development and one for Sports Development, each to 
review the relevant previous strategies and develop new strategies 
and action plans; and 
 

 that each advisory group comprise six nominated members plus the 
Community Development Portfolio Holder. 

   
  



16. APPOINTMENTS TO ADVISORY GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODEIS 
 
 A plea was made for Members appointed to advisory groups to attend the meetings. 

 
Cabinet made the following appointments for 2005/06 (plus the relevant portfolio holder 
for each advisory group): 
 
Arts Development Advisory Group 
SA Harangozo JA Hockney Mrs JA Muncey 
JA Quinlan Mrs GJ Smith Mrs DSK Spink 

(Existing members as the task is nearly complete) 
 
Housing for Older People Steering Group 
RE Barrett RF Bryant  NN Cathcart  
Mrs A Elsby  Mrs SA Hatton  Mrs HF Kember  
Mrs JA Muncey  J Shepperson  Dr JR Williamson 

(Existing members to maintain continuity on time limited group) 
 
Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Advisory Group 
SM Edwards Mrs HF Kember MJ Mason 
Dr JPR Orme A Riley Mrs HM Smith 
JH Stewart   

 
Land Drainage Advisory Group 
EW Bullman BR Burling Mrs J Dixon 
SM Edwards RMA Manning MJ Mason 
J Shepperson Mrs HM Smith NIC Wright 

(First and second choices) 
 
Member Training Advisory Group 
SJ Agnew Mrs SA Hatton Mrs DSK Spink 
Dr SEK van de Ven DALG Wherrell JF Williams 

 
Milton Country Park Advisory Group 
R Hall Mrs SA Hatton Mrs HF Kember 
Mrs JA Muncey Mrs HM Smith RT Summerfield 
RJ Turner   

 
Waste Management Advisory Group 
RE Barrett RF Bryant EW Bullman 
JP Chatfield Mrs SJO Doggett SA Harangozo 
Mrs CAED Murfitt NJ Scarr J Shepperson 
Mrs HM Smith Mrs VM Trueman Mrs BE Waters 
DALG Wherrell Dr JR Williamson  

 
Northstowe Member Steering Group 
All Cabinet Members, Development and Conservation Control Committee Chairman and 
all local Members: 
Dr DR Bard JD Batchelor EW Bullman  
BR Burling  JP Chatfield Mrs PS Corney 
Mrs J Dixon SM Edwards R Hall 
Mrs JM Healey  Mrs EM Heazell  MP Howell  
SGM Kindersley   RMA Manning  MJ Mason 
Mrs JA Muncey Dr JPR Orme A Riley   
Mrs DP Roberts J Shepperson Mrs DSK Spink 
RT Summerfield Mrs BE Waters TJ Wotherspoon 
NIC Wright   



Local County Councillor 
1 Cambridge City Councillor 
Vice-Chairman of Development and Conservation Control Committee as substitute for 
any SCDC Member (if not already a member) 
 
South Cambridgeshire Environment and Transport Area Joint Committee 
SGM Kindersley Leader 
RT Summerfield Deputy Leader 
Mrs DSK Spink Environmental Health PFH 
JD Batchelor Information & Customer Services PFH 
Dr DR Bard Planning and Economic Development PFH 
Mrs DP Roberts (substitute) Community Development PFH 

 
County Council/City Council/South Cambridgeshire Environment and Transport 
Joint Strategic Forum 
SGM Kindersley Leader 
JD Batchelor Information & Customer Services PFH 
Dr DR Bard Planning and Economic Development PFH 
Dr JPR Orme or NIC Wright Chairman or Vice-Chairman of Development and 

Conservation Control Committee 
RT Summerfield (substitute) Deputy Leader 

 
Cambridgeshire Councils’ Association 
SGM Kindersley Leader 
RT Summerfield Deputy Leader 
Mrs DP Roberts Community Development PFH 
Mrs EM Heazell (substitute) Housing PFH 
  

South Cambridgeshire Local Strategic Partnership Board 
SGM Kindersley Leader 
Mrs JM Healey Conservation Sustainability & Community 

Planning PFH 
 
CambSport 
Mrs DP Roberts Community Development PFH 

 
Cambridge Airport Relocation Study Member Reference Group 
Dr DR Bard Planning & Economic Development PFH 

 
Cambridge City Centre Consultative Forum 
Dr DR Bard Planning & Economic Development PFH 

 
Cambridgeshire Council’s Association Waste Forum 
Mrs DSK Spink Environmental Health PFH 

 
Cambridgeshire Horizons 
SGM Kindersley Leader 

 
Cambridgeshire Transport Forum Reference Group 
Dr DR Bard Planning & Economic Development PFH 

 
East Anglia Tourist Board 
Mrs JM Healey Conservation Sustainability & Community 

Planning PFH 
 
East of England Regional Assembly 
SGM Kindersley Leader 



 
Home Improvement Agency 
Mrs DSK Spink Environmental Health PFH 

 
Northstowe Trust Development Group 
SGM Kindersley Leader 
Dr DR Bard Planning & Economic Development PFH 
Mrs DP Roberts Community Development PFH 

  
  
17. ADDITIONAL REFUSE AND RECYCLING COLLECTION ROUND - LATE ITEM 
 
 This additional item was accepted by the Leader as urgent as the point had been 

reached where it would be unwise not to proceed with the permanent solution for 
additional refuse collection provision.  Cabinet 
 
RESOLVED  that 
(a) The £130,000 included in the 2005/06 original budget estimates for an 

additional integrated refuse and recycling collection round be released; 
(b) Approval be given for the procurement of an additional refuse collection 

vehicle; 
(c) Approval be given to increase the establishment by 1 HGV driver, scale 13-

20 and 2 refuse operative loaders, scale 6-13. 
   

  

  Information Items   

 
18. TRAVELLERS UPDATE 
 
 Members were given an update on actions taken in advance of the deadline for 

unauthorised travellers at Pine View, Smithy Fen to leave.   The Leader welcomed local 
media interest, which he felt led to free and frank debate, despite corrections which had 
had to be made, and hoped for a good relationship in the future. 
 
Councillor SM Edwards queried the use of the word “reaffirmed” in paragraph 4 and it 
was agreed that “stated” would be more accurate. 
 
Councillor Edwards also urged that a report on the concept of land swaps should be 
considered as soon as possible, and the Leader gave an assurance that land swap and 
other options would be considered as soon as resources permitted and details could be 
confirmed, including awaited Government regulations.  He confirmed that the travellers 
at Smithy Fen would not be staying but that the Council would do everything possible to 
help. 
 
It was noted that this report related to Cottenham, but that meetings with the 
Commission for Racial Equality could be arranged for other areas. 
 
The Leader also recorded Cabinet’s apologies to the local Members that they were not 
advised in advance of the recent visits made by Cabinet to traveller sites. 
 
The Deputy Development Services Director outlined the processes involved in serving 
injunctions on unknown persons. 
 
The report was NOTED and it was suggested that cultural awareness training would be 
useful for all Members.  



  

  Standing Items   

 
19. MATTERS REFERRED BY SCRUTINY AND OVERVIEW COMMITTEE 
 
 None  
  
20. UPDATES FROM CABINET MEMBERS APPOINTED TO OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
 None received.   
  

  Further decisions made by 
Cabinet   

 
 

21. COTTENHAM - THREE HORSESHOES,135 HIGH STREET 
 
 The progress report on outstanding grant aided works at this property was taken in open 

session. 
 
The Environmental Health Portfolio Holder read additional information from the applicant 
on the latest position on the works, from which it appeared that steady, if slow, progress 
was being made.  She believed that continued monitoring as recommended was the 
only way to ensure completion of the works.  Cabinet, bar one who felt that completion 
should be required by the end of the year, 
 
AGREED 
(a) To seek written confirmation from the applicant that, if he is allowed to follow 

his own logical programme of works, the property will be brought up to the 
fitness standard by March 2007, irrespective of any other desirable works 
still outstanding at that time.  He must also confirm that he has the resources 
to do this. 

(b) To allow the applicant to complete works according to his own logical 
programme of works on the understanding that failure to achieve the fitness 
standard by the due date will result in immediate action to reclaim grant 
funding 

(c) To seek provision of a new programme of works, showing only works 
essential to achieve the fitness standard under the Housing Act 1985, with 
achievable dates, which will be closely monitored by Environmental Health 

(d) To serve a deferred action statutory notice under section 189 of the Housing 
Act 1985 (as amended) to empower the Council to carry out work in default 
in the event of non-compliance.  The cost of works would then become a 
charge on the property and would accrue interest until settled.  Where 
significant sums were involved, there would also be power to enforce sale of 
the property afterwards. 

  
  
22. CAMBRIDGE OFFICE 
 
 This report on the operation of the Cambridge Office was taken in open session.   

 
The Resources and Staffing Portfolio Holder reported that the staff were fully occupied 
with workloads related to their previous service areas in addition to their customer 



services duties, but that the cost of maintaining the office was unacceptable given the 
number of visitors.   Options for the future were set out in the report: to enhance the 
service, to close the office, or to arrange for Cambridge City Council to operate the 
service.   
 
Views varied from the need to publicise the office more, to support for closure, but it was 
ultimately 
 
RESOLVED  
(a) To ask Cambridge City Council to provide the Cambridge based customer 

service facility, transferring the Cambridge Office staff back to appropriate 
departments at the Cambourne HQ; 

(b) To give delegated authority to the Leader and Resources and Staffing 
Portfolio Holder to deal with any associated staffing matters, including 
redundancies and the transfer/establishment of posts as necessary; 

(c) That investigations be carried out into the possibility of applying for the 
removal of the planning condition requiring provision of the Cambridge 
facility. 

  
  
  

The Meeting ended at 3.00 
p.m. 

 

 



SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Information and Customer Services 
Portfolio Holder Meeting held on Friday, 20 May 

2005 at 10.00 a.m. 
 
PRESENT: JD Batchelor  
Officers: Greg Harlock Finance and Resources Director 
 Steve Rayment Assistant Director of Finance and 

Resources (ICT) 
 Susan May Democratic Services Manager 
 

 Action 
23. APOLOGIES  
  
 Received from Cllr Mrs Spink, JS Ballantyne and S Carroll   
   
24. MINUTES OF MEETING OF 23 APRIL 2005  
  
 The Minutes of the meeting held on 20 April 2005 were confirmed as a 

correct record.  
 

   
25. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  
  
3.1 
 
 
3.2 
 
 
3.3 
 
 
3.4 
 
 
3.5 
 
 
 
 
3.6 

 Disposal of Confidential Documents (minute 3.2) 
Note sent to councillors on secure disposal 
 
Planning Expert  (minute 4.3) 
Implementation of new system delayed due to shortage of resources. 
 
Northstowe Communications Team  (minute 4.6) 
Membership and terms of reference yet to be supplied to JB. 
 
Paper Supplies  (minute 5) 
Councillors instructed to request paper through Democratic Services. 
 
Site Visits  (minute 5) 
3 month trial of coach for planning site visits arranged, starting in June.  
JB indicated his wish, if the trial proved successful, for a directive that 
travel expenses would not be paid for site visits. 
 
Freedom of Information Act  (minute 6) 
The District Council’s engagement in the review of the County Council 
Heritage Services would have to be reviewed when Dan Horrex left. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SC  

   
26. COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE  
  
4.1 
 
 
 
 
4.2 

Council Tax Capping   
Noted that an interview with JSB had been broadcast on Radio 4 the 
previous day.  DSKS, JSB and GJH were to see the Minister the following 
Tuesday. 
 
 Retirement of Leader 
A communiqué on DSKS’s retirement as Leader was about to be 
published. 

 

  
 

 



27. COMPLAINTS - FIRST QUARTER 2005  
  
 A copy of a report to Management Team on complaints received and 

actioned was circulated.  JB indicated that all complaints should be 
acknowledged, even if they were from known persistent complainants. 
 
It was noted that the 15 working day target for responding to first 
enquiries from the Ombudsman was a national target, which there was 
little prospect of meeting.  Management Team were, however, monitoring 
this and other targets with the aim of improvement. 
 
Noting that this Council was not too dissimilar from other authorities in its 
performance, JB did not consider that the report needed to be referred to 
Cabinet. 

 

   
28. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUESTS AND PROGRESS UNDER 

THE ACT 
 

  
 A note of the FOI requests since January, a total of 55, was circulated.  

Views among authorities about the likelihood of an escalation in requests 
varied. 
 
It was noted that the new Head of Legal Services was to take on overall 
responsibility for FOI and the Data Protection Act.  Responsibility for 
management and monitoring of the systems would be considered in the 
review of the Information Management Officer post. 

 

   
29. DRAFT FORWARD PROGRAMME JUNE-SEPTEMBER 2005  
  
 Noted that a report on the winding up of the Broadband project was 

programmed for Cabinet on 9 June, but that some items might have to 
slip to the following meeting.  

 

   
30. BROADBAND PROJECT  
  
 The project was now formally closed, having achieved the objective of 

99% Broadband availability in the District.   JB offered his congratulations 
to all involved, 

 

   
31. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
  
9.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Member Refreshment Costs 
Noting the wide variation in the costs of lunches, JB 
 
INSTRUCTED   that a ceiling of £3.50 per person be placed on lunches 
provided for Members; and 
 
REFERRED the funding of the catering function to the Resources and 
Staffing Portfolio Holder. 
 
Members’ Allowances 
The latest summary of allowances paid in 2004/05 was circulated.  The 
figures would be published when the record of all travel allowances for the 
year was complete. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SCM  
 
 

GJH  
 
 
 

SCM  
 
 
 
 
 



9.3 ICT Problems 
It was noted that all contingency plans had worked when all ICT systems 
went down the previous Monday. AGREED that a brief information report 
should be made to Cabinet on 9 June. 

 
SR  

   
32. DATE OF NEXT MEETING(S)  
  
 Monday 20 June 2005 at 10.00 a.m.   
   
  

The meeting ended at 11.05 a.m. 
 

 

 



 
SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
At a meeting of the Waste Management Advisory Group held on 

Monday, 13 June 2005 
 
PRESENT:  
 
Councillors: RE Barrett EW Bullman 
 JP Chatfield Dr SA Harangozo 
 Mrs CAED Murfitt NJ Scarr 
 J Shepperson Mrs HM Smith 
 Mrs BE Waters DALG Wherrell 
 Dr JR Williamson  
 
and Councillor Mrs DSK Spink MBE (Environmental Health Portfolio Holder). 
 
Councillor SGM Kindersley was in attendance. 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor RF Bryant and Mrs SJO Doggett. 
 
1.           ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 
 On the nomination of Councillor NJ Scarr, seconded by Councillor RE Barrett, and there 

being no other nominations, it was 
 
RESOLVED that Councillor DALG Wherrell be re-elected Chairman of the 

Waste Management Advisory Group for the coming year.  
  
2.           APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 
 
 On the nomination of Councillor RE Barrett, seconded by Councillor Dr JR Williamson, 

and there being no other nominations, it was 
 
RESOLVED that Councillor NJ Scarr be re-elected Vice-Chairman of the 

Waste Management Advisory Group for the coming year.  
  
3.            MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
 The Advisory Group AGREED the minutes of the meeting held on 9 December 2004 as a 

correct record. 
  
4.            BEST VALUE REVIEW OF WASTE MANAGEMENT, RECYCLING AND STREET 

CLEANING 
 
 The Chief Environmental Health Officer indicated that the Best Value Review was now 

complete after some delay due to the implementation of the integrated refuse project.  He 
presented the Best Value Review Report to the Group. 
 
It was emphasised that a decision regarding possible externalisation of waste 
management services did not have to be rushed, and that the Council had time to 
consider the options available to it as described in the Robson Rhodes Stage 2 Feasibility 
Study.  This was important in light of the possible changes resulting from the County 
Council PFI contract, decision on the housing stock and future of the DLO.  Any 
recommendation to Cabinet regarding the funding of an options appraisal would have to 
take account of Council Tax capping. 
 



 
The Advisory Group considered the Best Value Review report and the following issues 
were raised in response to it. 
 
The Group noted that whilst household waste recycling was progressing well, there were 
gains to be made in the education of businesses in the district on how to practice waste 
minimisation, separation and recycling.  In particular, local hospitals were highlighted as 
not practising separation or recycling and the Group agreed that this would be an area for 
the Council to put pressure on.  As an initial step, the Portfolio Holder agreed to send a 
letter to the Chairs of the Trusts at Addenbrooke’s, Papworth and Fulbourn Hospitals to 
indicate that it had come to the Council’s attention that there was a problem and to request 
that they look at it with the assistance of SCDC advice.  Whilst SCDC might only be able 
to put educational pressure on businesses and not provide collections at present, it would 
be necessary to consider extending operations to business recycling in future. 
 
The Chief Environmental Health Officer confirmed that the County Council believed that 
the first EU requirement on reductions in the amount of biodegradable waste being land 
filled would be met (paragraph 2.2.2 of Best Value Report).  Due to the significant increase 
in housing in the district in the next few years, alongside the statistic that the volume of 
waste collected nationally was increasing each year, subsequent reductions would not be 
met, unless different methods of waste disposal were used. 
 
Members asked whether officers were doing enough to reduce the amount of paper used 
by the council and in particular, sent out to councillors.  It was suggested that: 
• Authors of reports are encouraged to be careful about content in order to make them 

shorter and thereby use less paper. 
• Officers indicate at the top of e-mails to councillors whether or not they were going to 

receive a paper copy of a document attachment.  This would prevent councillors 
printing out items needlessly. 

• Paper copies of reports and agendas were sent out to committee/advisory group 
members only and that if other councillors were interested, to refer to the electronic 
version or refer to spare paper copies held at the SCDC office when visiting for other 
meetings. 

• Leaflets circulated for information, such as those about sports and entertainments, are 
reduced to several copies available in the Members’ Lounge for reference only to 
reduce the quantity posted out to councillors.  An e-mail alert to their availability would 
be useful. 

• A sub-group of members might meet to discuss ways for the minimisation of waste 
within the council office itself. 

 
It was highlighted that whilst recycling of plastic bottles was ever popular with residents, it 
was an expensive exercise both for the council to manage and as a process overall and 
that the County Council did not include plastic recycling banks at its household waste 
recycling centres.  However, plastic bottle recycling would be continued due to popular 
demand. 
 
Street cleansing was an area still requiring investment.  Parish Councils were to be 
approached on the ways they and SCDC could work together to help each other improve 
cleanliness of villages.  SCDC had previously looked at street cleaning from the 
perspective of tidying up after people, rather than prevention of littering.  Work by the 
Environment Enforcement Officer may start to help with this change of view.  Coupled with 
this was the enduring problem of detritus; a distinct issue for rural areas requiring reactive 
cleansing, rather than preventative action, on an expanding basis. 
 
The Waste Management Advisory Group 
NOTED the contents of the wide-ranging Best Value report; 
ACCEPTED the action plan (appendix D of the report) as being a robust plan of 



action that in many cases will involve subsequent reports to 
Members with more detail before implementation; 

NOTED the outcome of the RSM Robson Rhodes phase 2 report; and 
SUPPORTED a recommendation to Cabinet to fund, subject to the outcome of 

council tax capping, a full options appraisal of the various 
externalisation models, including in-house bids, and this to be 
reported back to Members for decision  

  
  

The Meeting ended at 3.50 p.m. 
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